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We work on the traditional
territories of the Wendat, the
Haudenosaunee, the
Mississauga’s of the Credit
and the Anishinaabe peoples,
and are part of the Williams
Treaties and Treaty 13. We
acknowledge the Chippewas
of Georgina Island First Nation
as our closest Indigenous
community. 

We also recognize that many
of our practices including our
organizational structure, the
seeds we plant, the food we
prepare, the ways we educate
and our methods of growing,
harvesting, preparing and
sharing food came to these
lands through the ongoing
process of colonialism. We
seek to hold this
understanding in our
interactions and engagements
with this land and its people
as we are all treaty people and
play a role in reconciliation.

YORK REGION FOOD NETWORK

ACKNOWLEDGES



As we gather for this year’s Annual General Meeting, the theme of “Change”
feels especially meaningful. Change is rarely simple, but it is often
necessary for growth, renewal and progress. Over the past year, we have
moved from our longtime base in Aurora to a new program and office facility
in Newmarket. Organizationally, we worked with a team of consultants in
2025 to help us craft an organizational redesign, ensuring the internal
capacity of the organization is evolving to meet our delivery needs. In 2025,
the Social Planning Council of York Region formally voted to join forces with
York Region Food Network to work together on reducing poverty in York
Region. With the security of a 3-year grant from Ontario Trillium Foundation,
we have also been able to grow our Affordable Fresh Food Market initiative
in York Region, providing a vital service to thousands of residents. 

It’s been a lot of changes, all at once. As these changes are happening, they
have definitely tested us. They have also created opportunities to improve
the way we work and serve others. These changes have reminded us that
change is not something to fear, but rather something to embrace with
purpose and confidence. Together, we have adapted to new circumstances,
strengthened our operations and explored fresh ideas that will shape our
future. We have seen innovation, collaboration, determination and resilience
across every part of our organization. Each step forward reflects our shared
belief in the mission and vision of ‘Food for Health, Food for All’. 

As we look ahead, we recognize that change will remain constant, especially
in our turbulent world. Our focus will be on ensuring that we continue to grow
responsibly, remain responsive to the needs of our community and build a
strong foundation for the future. 

We look forward to another year of evolution, collaboration and positive
impact that builds healthy and meaningful communities and tackles the root
causes of food insecurity in York Region. 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Suzette Seveny
Chair of the Board of Directors

Kate Greavette
Executive Director



2025 SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 
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FOOD SKILL AND COMMUNITY BUILDING PROGRAMS
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York Region Food Network (YRFN) has been working diligently to raise
awareness about who we are and what we do across York Region.
Our efforts have focused on strengthening communication,
enhancing engagement and deepening our impact. 

Highlights include:  

Improving Communications: We continue to refine our internal
and external communications to ensure they are addressing the
needs of our communities. We release an e-newsletter at least
once montly to communicate service and program opportunities,
and our annual printed newsletter helps us communicate the
impact of our work.  

Advancing Fund Development: Under the leadership of YRFN’s
Director of Fund Development, we have continued implementing
our fund development plan to diversify revenue streams, secure
multi-year funding and ensure we have the resources to meet the
demand for programs. SEASONings, our budding social
enterprise, has also brought in over $27,000 through catering,
with the funds being used to support our programs. Evolving fund
development strategies has proven to be vital as we continue to
navigate high rent and operational costs, and rising service
demands.  

Engaging Corporate Partners: We have welcomed 19 corporate
teams into our kitchen, gardens and fresh food markets. These
volunteer opportunities allow us to tackle big projects, while also
raising awareness among local governments and businesses
about food insecurity and what a healthy food system looks like.  

2025 IMPACTS
SOWING AWARENESS THROUGHOUT
YORK REGION



With the support of small multi-year grants, YRFN has expanded our
programming in 2025 to reach more people through our food access and
food skill training initiatives. Our work has focused on increasing people’s
access to fresh foods, reducing worry and anxiety about running out of
food, and reducing social isolation by strengthening community
connections. 

Accomplishments include: 

Expanding Affordable Fresh Food Markets: We expanded our
markets to cover six (6) municipalities across York Region and four (4)
Housing York Inc. residences. We operated 226 markets, served 8079
residents (1525 unique residents) and had 1800 volunteer hours
support this initiative.  

Community Meals: We operated Sunrise Social, weekly from January
to August 2025, pausing the program in September and early October
to accommodate our move. Alongside a nutritious meal, we’ve
brought local service providers into this program to connect
participants with additional supports. In 2025, we served 2471 meals.
We provided an additional 2800 meals through Cater Kitchen. 

Delivering Hands-On Kitchen Workshops: We facilitated over 70
workshops across the Region, in partnership with Routes Connecting
Communities, Family Services York Region, Women’s Centre of York
Region, VMC Library and Newmarket Food Pantry

Leading Community Garden Initiatives: Coordinated five (5)
community gardens in Newmarket, Aurora and Vaughan. Across the
Region, we delivered over 66 staff-led sessions and food-growing
workshops, supporting hands-on learning and community food
production. 

Supporting Households with Good Food Boxes: In partnership with
organizations across York Region, we packed and distributed 2,578
Good Food Boxes. 

2025 IMPACTS
GROWING THE REACH OF YORK REGION
FOOD NETWORK





In 2025, YRFN has continued to educate on and address the root
causes of food insecurity through focused research, initiatives and
community engagement. 

Our efforts aim to address inequities that impact income, and shift
systems and public policies to create a more just and sustainable
food system. 

Accomplishments include: 
Municipal Roadshow of the York Region Food Charter: In
2025, the York Region Food Charter has received six (6)
municipal endorsements, including from Councils in Aurora,
King, Georgina, Richmond Hill, Vaughan and Newmarket.
Launching New Working and Networking Groups: In 2025, we
operated the York Region Community Garden Network, York
Region Emergency Food Access Cluster, Youth Food Committee
and launched the Community Engagement Working Group and
York Region Farmers’ Market Network.
Hosting Food for Change: Building Action on Food Insecurity:
The relaunch of an annual in-person event that brought together
over 55 resident and sector leaders to take action on the food
insecurity crisis in York Region.  
Participating in Education and Advocacy Opportunities: In
2025, pre-budget consultations, social media campaigns and
participation in Ontario's Poverty Reduction Strategy were
building blocks to developing a united voice about food
insecurity.
York Region Social Procurement Collaborative: Launched in
2024, we continued to build the Social Procurement
Collaborative in 2025 through community events and meetings,
impacting 55 sector leaders. This initiative is focused on building
community wealth by promoting procurement practices that
support local businesses, equity and economic inclusion across
the region. 

2025 IMPACTS
TACKLING THE ROOT CAUSES OF FOOD
INSECURITY THROUGH ADVOCACY



OUR FUNDERS



AT A GLANCE

Complete Audited Financial Statements 
are available upon request

2025

Total Assets
Current Liabilities
Net Assets

Total Revenue
Total Expenditures

$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$
$

Excess/Deficiency $ $

2024

667,632
243,937
423,695

1,273,394

210,581

1,062,813

672,020
175,758
496,262

1,376,875
1,304,308

72,567



THANK YOU
York Region Food Network would like to thank our generous
individual donors who supported our operations and
administration. Without your support, day-to-day operations
would be impossible.

We would also like to thank the following for their generous
financial and in-kind support:

CFAC
Allstate Canada Group

Argosy Securities
Bertram Family Fund

Bob's Plumbing
Canadian Online Giving

Charities Aid Foundation
Christ Church Stouffville

D&J Coates Farms Ltd.
Doane Grant Thornton Foundation

Fidelity Investments
Holt Free Methodist Church

IKEA
JC Agri Orchards 
MAGNA Canada
Mazon Canada
Pumpkin Boys

RBC Royal Bank
Springboard Strategies

St. James Memorial Endowment Fund
Theatre Aurora
The Cutting Veg

The Dunin Foundation
The New Farm Centre for Climate Action
The Wolf Lebovic Charitable Foundation

Toronto Diocesan Anglican Church Women
UNFI Foundation
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